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A note from the editor 


Zatar Monier 


Winter has fallen on Manon Base once again. The 
darkened skies and roanng windsSaccompany the 
bittersweet feeling of an expedition neanng it’send. The 
storm rageson but so does M80! The season is 
charactensed by the mass exodus of wildlife from the 
island. The dwindling numbers mean little to the lives of 
islanders, donning rain gearand trudging along. The 
hustle continues at Manon Base aswe prepare forour 
guests and await ourrelief. Read on asthe sea 


lers interrogate the team in harsh conditions with killers 
lurking, Manon recipes, amateur archaeology and 
anomalous animals. 


We would like to dedicate the third and final issue of 
M80’s cohort of the Wandererto M81. Manion is anything 
you want itto be, so make it special. It goes quick. 


Chris} ones 
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From the Team Leader 


Sandile Nkebe 


The glitter of mountain tops, lined with white patches of snow has 
retumed. It isgradually becoming colderas each day passes, the 
kind of weather where you use an extra blanket even when the 
heater ison, exactly the same season aswe anived. This is our 12th 
month since we set foot on Manon Island. 


Life on Marion hasnot been without challenges, missing family and 
friends, having those small challenges that could easily be sorted out 
when one wason the main land. In one way orthe other, many 
expenenced a glitch of being ona remote Island with the thought 
that ‘this would be easy if|wasback at home’, coming now and 
then. But what is important isthat we have come this far. 


Through all the challenges everyone expenenced, we enjoyed the 
Island, and made the most of ourtime here. | have witnessed genuine 
smiles, laughter, happiness and joy in vere? on many occasions. 
By the way, |have never — —_ 
attended so many parties in my 
entire life, to the point of being 
exhausted and feeling like you 
need a leave of absence. 


At this point | would love to pass 
gratitude to the Almighty for 
getting us this far with our 
expedition, to ourfamilies and 
friends that encouraged usand 
kept us going throughout the 
year, to the Marion 80 team for 
making it possible to get this far, 
to Zafar, our Newsletter Editor, for 
consistency and patience, and 
especially to those who went the 
extra mile to keep the team 
going. |! and many will foreverbe 
grateful to have been part of the 
South African National Antarctic 
Program (SANAP). 


ALL THE BEST TO M81!!! 


Za far Monier 


This issue of The Wanderer 
marks the release of two new 
supplementary documents 


The Field Assistants Guide to 
Marion Island and a refurbished 


Hut Recipe Book 


Available here 
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The Field Assistants Guide 


to 
Marion Island 


Month 


April 
May 
June 
July 

August 
September 
October 
November 
December 
January 
February 


March 


Total 
Rainfall 


138.0 mm 


196.2 mm 


210.0 mm 


210.0 mm 


133.0 mm 


96.6 mm 


95.0 mm 


116.8 mm 


87.0 mm 


52.4 mm 


104.0 mm 


187.2 mm 


Max 
Temp 


14.2 °C 


12.8 °C 


12.0 °C 


11.2 °C 


13.6 °C 


14.6 °C 


11.9 °C 


14.2 °C 


17.7 °C 


24.7 °C 


Zr 2 °C 


22.6 °C 


Min 
Temp 


Max 
Wind 
Gust 


32.6 ms 


32.8 ms 


48.6 ms 


43.8ms 


32.5 ms 


36.7 ms 


32.7 ms 


44.0 ms 


34.3 ms 


26.1 ms 


35.4 ms 


33.5 ms 


Rain 
days 


Sunshine 


104.4 Hours 


68.1 Hours 


54.9 Hours 


19.0 Hours 


89.0 Hours 


100.5 Hours 


134.3 Hours 


127.8 Hours 


112.6 Hours 


168.2 Hours 


112.0 Hours 


130.1 Hours 
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‘Tellus something we don't 
know about you? 
Love plaving volleyball'T can plavit all day without 


vetting tired 
Sandile Nkebe, Medical Orderly 


Tove lup hop music I grew up lstenmeg to it,1€s 
taking methrougtrsome hard times. My favourite 
atustis Drake. — 

Odiia Obese, Meteorologist 


<1 Vike Tavlor Site 
Awl Maurer, Ocean and Coasts Birder 


Tama qualilicd — SO almost ended up 7 a Very 


— different held of work. 
~ Michelle Ttist, NMMU Bude 


Nps oe DMs: ae Se wath facies — 


introduamng themselves. 
Mpumelelo Mabutyana, Oceans and Coasts Buder 


Imagood shot, Ive been doing itor. ten Veas. 
Guincde Mbekezeh; Basé Fnemeer 
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What are some lessons 
Marton has taught you? 


A walks the cure forall alnents. 
Dylan Seaton, Sealer 


Patence and perseverance. Andalso how to be an expeit 


walking On black lava. 
Chns Jones, NUM Birder 


Manontests your. courage and-patience.and strengthens — 
SandileNkebe, Medical Orderly a , = 


= —r 


No matter the- weather conditions just 20, best before is. 
justa-date, T also learned that humans Cart vocally 


commumucae witl-ammals espera el 
eer Mabraite Oceans and Coasts Birder—. 


=¥ou re never too aoe for some goo! sli hace 
Michelle Risi NMMU Birder 


Fnowknowtcando anviung, cineca for. avear Is 


someting I never thought I could do and here I aim. 
Guimede Mbckezch; Base :ngnieer : 
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: Killer whale calves stay with their moms 
through their lives. We've been lucky 
enough to have'a calfhomi in ourtime 
here. Shadow is Ivory’ s first calf that we 


know of and a welcome new member to 
the MIMMP 


What surprised you most 
about working in the field? 


~ The wind and the ran! Lhe re ru. ees when it fits 
DU ase ae 
Collen Barwe Madimeng, Diesel Mechanic 


| The (enaun is-energy sapping; A saree mtto to 


—-mures.showed me that. 
K vie Mauret, Laz and 2D pistes 


- bse air Fal 1s OTE: didn Fiore that T 
could coversomuch distancemra day. Manon 
sce also-surpused me the way they have.adapted 
tothe extreme weather conditions. 
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= a ote have “= aaa wid then is more 
ike a negotation. 
Zater MoniersSealer 
~The mures become dry isummer!? 
~~ “Kuhle Mbalane, Envirommemal Control Officer = 
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 InMso ) we've seen 37 Killer Whales from 
2B separate groups ranging from 7 
members to just two individua Isin a 
pod. With over 900 hours of dedicated 
Killer Whale observations, we've had 200: 


sightings and 150. Y ) 


What was-your “highest point 
ol the expedition? 


Literally, Mascarm Peak: 
Dylan Seaton, Sealer 


Gog on afound Island with Kuhile, this island 1s 


breathtakingly beautittul 
Odwa-Obose, Meteorologist 


Fiiking upto Katedraal, the fughest altitude hut,2 v0 0 


knot winds, snow and ice. 
Sandile Nkebe, Medical Orderly | 


Watching SA. tit the- Rugby Vor Cup tolowed br rir 
birthday celebraton, and then a day-of as Seal 


censussing and atun hutiaght 
Tanuny FT gveling, Kier: Whaler — 


—io 


= Gong up Repetto: 5 Lill Tnealy.got blown ai away. 
Kuhle Mbialane, Environmental Controf Officer 


Sports Dayacanst.the-Departinent Of Public Works, it 


brought people together-and we WOM: 
Gumede Mbekezelr Base_Engieer 


Mires of fermenting plant matter 
generate heat like a compost heap, 
even Eliies deserve a yay 
ZafarMonier| Mirounga leonina 
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y A Fapodbye f rane ve peoole aS Ghhied 
| Marion, Island ‘their’ home. Mises © | 
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Kyle Maurer 


Oceans and Coasts Birder 


“If you don’t go you'll never know” 


Michelle Risi 


NMMU Birder 


“If you haven't stood at Katedraal with a steaming black 
rubbish bag...you haven't lived” 


Tammy Eggeling 


MIMMP Killer Whaler 
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“Everything is going to be okay” 


Mpumelelo Xavier P. Mabutyana 


Oceans and Coasts Birder 


“The beauty of a man is his cows, 
but with Xavier it’s his face” 


Kuhle Mbalane 


Environmental Control Officer 


SAWS Meteorologist 


‘ 2 i : | , rhs ~ 
“To live is to suffer, to survive is to find meaning in the 
suffering” 


Gumede Mbekezeli 


Base Engineer 


“Did you hear that!!! Did you hear that!!! There is no 
rain in Marion, Marion is in the rain” 


Nkateko Maholobela 


Environmental Control Officer 


Dylan Seaton 


“You lose some, you lose some” 


Chris J ones 


NMMU Birder 


“Lock the gates!” 


Zafar Monier 


MIMMP Sealer 
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“Smile through the sh*t” 


MFM Ecologist 


Camilla Smyth 


“Fill yourself with the Marion magic” 


Kelly Mogotsi 


SAWS Meteorologist and Deputy Team Leader 
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“Wherever you go, no matter the crazy Marion weather 
let your presence be the sunshine” 


Nikita Fikizolo 


Chef 


a “2 


“That move you're scared to make, just might be the one 
that will-change your destiny” 


Barwe Collen Nkadimeng 


Diesel Mechanic 


Melato Treasure Thobatsi 


Communications Engineer 


“Which is more important, the journey or the destination?” 
asked Big Panda, “The company” said Tiny Dragon 


Sandile Nkebe 


Medical Orderly and Team Leader 


“Itis in.your hand, to make a better world 
for all who live in it.” 


Boling Albaueees perform dance wamact 
‘suitors and gradually develop Rai bonds, a 
only attempting to breed atl bate 7 as : 


Mic helle Risi | Diomedea ont ns , . 
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“| these are the specialcases we've come 


The white whale, a fou e@ era am 
double yolked egg. The rities in. life seer ) 
to draw people’sattention—and we're ‘no 

different. Afterseeing milli ns of animals, ay 


across and the questions they pose a ) 


Zafa FMonie | Aptenodytes patagoni us” 


Zafar Monier 


Is it one, is it two? The answer is complicated. Above are 
Macaroni Penguins (Eudyptes chrysolophus), the 
obvious outlier is the one with a white face. White-faced 
Macaroni’s have been seen breeding on Marion Island 
with regular-faced Macaroni penguins. However, they 
have a striking resemblance with the Royal Penguin 
(Eudyptes schlegeli) localised to the Australian 
Antarctic territory, Macquarie Island. The species status 
of Royal Penguins is still contested as the two 
populations are Known to interbreed. Nonetheless, the 
question stands, where are the White-faced Macaroni’s 
of Marion coming from? 
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Local Leg ends This King Penguin seen at Goney 
Bay isan example of pigment diluton known as 
isabellinism. Unlike leucism or albinism which results in 
extreme pigment loss, isabelline individuals are 
uniformly lightened due to a lower concentation of 
melanin in their feathers. > 


° OP ounelelafavier 
Melanism is the condition where too much pigmentis 
produced. This Rockhopper with partial melanism has 
uneven black mottling where feathers should be white. 
Complete melanism would have a complete black 
appearance, itis rare with few cases recorded on Manon. > 
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Two distinct species of crested 
penguins co-occur on Marion Island. Macaroni Penguins 
(Eudyptes chrysolophus) and Southern Rockhopper 
Penguins (Eudyptes chrysocome). The closely related 
species sometimes get too close. The result is the 
Rockaroni or Mac-Hop Penguin. Larger than a 
Rockhopper, smaller than a Macaroni. Often seen 
breeding with Rockhoppers, their vivid yellow crests 
stick out from the crowd. However, the hybrids are rare 
and require a keen eye to be spotted. Despite millions 
of breeding penguins the records of Rockaroni’s are 
low. Whether they produce viable offspring is unknown 


sem | 


A Greyheaded- Black-Browed Albatross P. , 
. hybridforeground) breeding amongst 
Gi eaded Albatrosses (background) 


Michélle Risi |" Thalassarche c hrysostoria & 22? 
D4 » ~~ . 


/| Mle 


An unexpected union The Prince Edward Islands 
are home to 5 species of Albatross, four of which breed 
on Marion. In 2000 a vagrant Black-Browed Albatross 
(Thalassarche melanophris), most likely from South 
Georgia, was spotted dawdling amongst the Greyheaded 
Albatrosses (Thalassarche chrysostoma) on Greyheaded 
Ridge. The Black-Browed seemed to return to the ridge 
in the following years making attempts to breed. It did 
so successfully twice, raising chicks to fledge. In 2024, 
we witnessed the first record of a Black-Browed- 
Greyheaded hybrid incubating an egg on the ridge. 
Unfortunately the nest failed but birders will keep an 
eye out for the hybrids return. 
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Leuc istic individuals are able to produce melanin, 
however the deposition of pigment in the feathers Is 
disrupted. This is a partially leucisic Macaroni Penguin. 
The crest appears nomal as leucism only affects black 
pigment A fully leucistc individual would have no 
black pigment 


Subantarctic Fur Seals are the more numerous 

of the two Fur Sealson the Pnnce Edward 

Islands with up to 150 000 individuals 
ompared to Only 5600 Antarctic FurSeals 


ZafarMonier| Arctocephalustropicalis 
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At the end of summer juvenile 
Wandering Albatrosses leave the 
island, spending 3-dyearsatsea, if 
before retuming to la nd | 


Me, Fr i 
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Stay Field Ready 


Chef Skua turns up the heat at) Marion Base 


Using only 5 ingredients and 
with no oven required, these 
barsmake fora simple yet 
decadent treat that’s great for 
the field! 


Preparation time: 15 minutes 
Total Time: 1 hour 15 minutes 


Makes approximately 25 
squares 
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Peanut Butter Squares by Kyle Maurer 
Ingredients 

1 cup (220g) butteror baking marganne 

2 cups (240g) Tennis or Mane biscuits 

4 cups (480g) Icing sugar 

2 cups (500g) +3 Tablespoons (45g) smooth peanut 


butter. A modified peanut butter such as Yum Yum is 
best. 


3 Slabs (240g) chocolate or chocolate chips 


This recipe can be halved but adjust the baking tray size 
accordingly. One can also be creative with different 
biscuits, chocolate and toppings 


Method 
Line a 20x20c m baking tray with tinfoil or baking paper 
Melt the butterusing a microwave or stove 


Roughly crush the biscuitsand add to a bowl together 
with the butter. Sift in the icing sugarand combine 


Gently mix in 500g of peanut butter and press into 
baking tray 

Melt the chocolate and remaining peanut butter (45g) 
on low heat in the microwave oron the stove using a 
double boiler. Stir untila smooth texture is achieved. 
Pour over peanut butter base and spread evenly 


Cool barsin the fndge forat least an hour or until firm. 
Slice and serve 

Peanut butter bars freeze well. Wrap in baking paperor 
tinfoiland place ina freezer safe container 
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by Zafar:Monier — 


*FHe Prince Edward esids have a rich human history. 
From the first sighting of the islands in 1663, to the 
annexation in 1947 and the Cat Hunters of the latter 
20th century. Much of this history 1s still intact in the 


objects they've left behind, ‘The island 1s a treasure trove. Lin 


of artefacts. 
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“That's a big potjie” Trypots, the most 


charismatic artefacts, these large cast-iron pots, not 
unlike a witch’s cauldron, were used by seal hunters 
to render the fat of Elephant Seals to power the oil 
lamps of the developed world. While fur seal pelts 
were the focus of early sealers, by the 1820’s to 
1830’s oil rendered from Elephant Seal blubber was a 
sought after commodity. 

There are at least 7 trypots scattered across the 
island in varying states of disrepair according to the 
M80 stock take. Strong tides may expose or obscure 
them at will. The most famous examples are at the 
aptly named ‘Trypot’ beach, named after the near- 
pristine trypot placed on the beach, now often filled 
with rainwater and surrounded by seaweed. 


Cape Davis 
Sealer Site 


Tweeling 
Grave Site 


Triegaardt | 
Bay Rowboat jf 


Mixed Pickle 


O 
hhipwrecker Site 


paige eye 
Sealer’s Cave 
ealer Shelter 


Rooks Bay Goodhope 
Sealer Site Beach Sealer 
Site 


An annotated map of the known fistorical sites in Marion Island 


A long buried trypot at Ship’s Cove, one of the most historically 
rich sites on the island. Inhabited by Sealers as well as being the 
locality of the Solghmt Shipwreck—where much of the settlement 
built from the wreckage still remains 


Ships Cove may have up to five trypots appearing and 
disappearing into the black sand, although only 3 have 
been seen lately. Two more trypots are situated at 
Bullard North, one in beautiful condition, complete 
with tools for tipping the cast-iron monstrosity, and a 
funnel for the hot oil to flow into a cask. At Goodhope 
beach the trypot is hidden in a small cave some ways 
away from the sea, making one wonder how far inland 
the Elephant Seals wandered in days of old. Sites with 
trypots are hotspots for historical artefacts, collections 
of metal objects welded together by rust and time litter 
the beaches. 


Amateur Archaeology Between 1986-1993 


the Cat Eradication Programme was in full swing. 
Cat Hunters were shipped to the island roaming the 
mires after dark, shotguns and spotlights in hand 
with one objective, killing cats. When the population 
started to drop, trapping became the primary tool to 
eradicate cats. Three decades later field assistants 
wandering the now cat-free Marion still find traces of 
die katjare. 


Gin Traps are a simple spring-loaded mechanism. 
Thousands of traps were set all over the island and-_ 
revisited regularly by cat hunters. Inevitably they ' 
missed a few. M80 has uncovered a number of these 
traps in weird and 
wonderful places. From the 
highest peaks to the middle 
of penguin colonies, “the 
cat hunters roamed the 
island like none other”. 

Cat hunting era artefacts 
form part of Marion 
Island’s heritage. Artefacts 
are left in situ for future 
teams to discover. Perhaps 
there’s a future not far 
ahead where a sealers 
crook or a birder’s ringing 
pliers will enjoy artefact 
status. 


pe 


Memoir S of a sealer There are a number of sealer 


era Shelters scattered about the island. Many of which 
whose age or origin remain a mystery, but there are 
exceptions. In his book titled Fore and Aft published in 
1871, William Dane Phelps, under the alias Webfoot 
wrote about his exploits at sea and career as a sailor, 
which involved a 20 month stint on Marion Island 
between 1818 and 1820. In it he explains living life in 
what we call Sealer’s Cave today. Barely a man, at age 
16, his memoir ranges from whimsical descriptions of 
an island flourishing with wildlife to grim tales of the 
dirty work that brought him there in the first place. 


“During the season of eggs, we could have 
loaded a ship with them”...”We were happy 
and contented with ourselves, and everything 
went with a will, whether at work or play” 


Bullet casings found 
during our expedition, 
inland of Ship’s Cove. 
German ammunition 
predates the 
annexation. These 
heavy rounds were 
used by sealers to 
hunt Elephant Seals 


Back then sealers were dropped off for a non-descript 
amount of time, they would just have to wait until a 
shipped passed by the island, in many cases it could 
have been years. He describes an effort to build a hut 
above the cave as he and his comrades eagerly awaited 
their relief. The harsh conditions, and their quenched 
boredom, meant they eventually gave up. 


“We set about building a new house on the 
upland, over the cave. We dug a trench for the 
foundations — the building was intended to be 
wholly of stone” 


And so, the unfinished lookout still stands over 200 
years later. One of the few historical sites where the 
names, dates and stories are known. 
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